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Matsuda and Kara seemed eager to comment on the notorious case,
but waited for their superior to speak. Saionji was unmoved.
Katsura continued: "At that time, the Genros promised that finan-
cial genius a peerage as the reward if he should succeed. Because of
Yasuda's efforts the Osaka bank became solvent and prosperous. Since
that was a private institution, I hesitated to comply with the Genros'
wishes to get him the peerage. Then I resigned from the Premiership."
"Huh, so now Matsukata and Inouye want you to keep your
promise—" Saionji murmured in his soft monotone.
"That's exactly it, Marquis Saionji."
The Justice Minister said: "It seems to me that it would be some-
what irregular if the Seiyukai Cabinet should act in Yasuda's behalf.
Furthermore, that will put us in a difficult position because the
Seiyukai Party protested in the Diet against your six million yen loan
to the Osaka bank during the war—"
"I know it, Matsuda-san, but if the bank had crashed it might have
resulted in a general financial panic in the midst of that titanic struggle.
The grant of a barony won't hurt the dignity of the Saionji Cabinet."
"Some years ago," the host said reminiscently, "when I was the
Director of Imperial Decorations, Genro Inouye commanded me to
grant honors to his acquaintance who apparently deserved no public
merits. Naturally, I refused—"
"So in the present instance, too." Kara interrupted.
"Yes." Saionji turned to the ex-Premier and said: "I am sorry, but
I cannot comply with your request. It is my opinion that if you be-
lieved Yasuda deserved the honor you should have done the job your-
self, while you were in the office."
"I see," Katsura murmured, while Saionji's colleagues nodded in
confirmation.
"Sir," the secretary announced, ua telegram for the Home
Minister—"
"Oh, from whom, I wonder!" Hara said as he accepted it. "Hu'm,
from die Prefect of Tochigi—"
"What's up, Hara-kun?" Matsuda asked nonchalantly.
"Oh!" the Home Minister groaned, and then said rapidly: "Think,
the miners at the Ashio Copper Mines have called a strike. They re-
sisted the local police and there was a series of bloody conflicts. It is
now out of police control. The Prefect asks my immediate instruc-
tion,"
General Katsura, with a cynical smile, said: "Isn't that the famous

